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Vert's HalL in the 1940s, shortly before its demolition. IIs
successor, Vert's Liberal Hal[ was a little farther down the
hill. Photo from lhe Eric Stewart Collection.

Vert's Hall
Ily Wah Wentz and./im Casto
It is an ironic fact that the most irnportant social

center in early Forest Grove history-Vert's Hall, a
public gathering place offering everlthing from the
town's first motion pictures to lofty discourses and
boxing 1n21ghs5-was built and named for a public
benefactor who was almost completely forglotten even
in the building's heyday.

No more than half a dozen references to Michael
Vert exist in early newspapers and pioneer journals.

Ife was a tinsrnith. A newspaper report of 1874
announced the crlrnpletion of Mr. Vert's t inshop.

The Hil lsboro newspaper reported on October -5,
1876, that "Vert, our Teutonic tinker, has gone tc.r
San Francisco fbr medical treatrnent."

Tl-re breezy tone was rnisplaced, as two months
later the paper rep()rted Vert's death, of "paralysis,"
on  Decemher  12 ,1876 .

And  th i s  i s  p rac t i ca l l y  a l l  t ha t  i s  reco rded  o f
Michael Vert.

He willed his property to the Liberal Association,
to be applied to the erection of a "Town Hall" for all
kinds of public speaking, free for all-but not for
"infidels or atheists." Even liberalism had its l imits,
apparently.

The  Masons ,  F lo lb rook  Lodge  #30 ,  had  been
meeting for years in cramped and rickety quarters.
They badly needed a lodge building, but money was
tight. They entered an agreement with the trustees of
the Michael Vert fund to share the cost of erectins a
two-story frame building, with Vert's Hall properLn
the ground floor, and the Masons' Lodge in the sec-
ond story.

In 1878, the square wooden building rose at Pacific
and Pine (now Main) streets, across from the south-
west corner of the village green.

In the decades to come, Vert's Hall hosted a bewil-
dering variety ofpolitical, cultural and social events.
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Forest Grove's Early Theaters
By Jim Casto

Throughout Forest Grove's history, several
used for entertainment and cultural events.

buildings have been

Many of the early plays and other forms of entertainment, such as
poetry and dramatic readings, were conducted in Vert's Hall.

One of the earliest live dramas mentioned in early newspapers was
presentedJune 2 and 3, 1f182. It was tit led "Queen Esther," and was
a benefit for the Methodist-Episcopal Church. The net receipts were
$200.

Vert's Hall was also used for concerts, debates ancl lodge rneet-
ings, as well as political and city council meetings.

C)ne laudatory newspaper review reported, "Vert's Hall - Tuesday
evening - Swiss Bell funging and 'The Private Tutors,' a side-split-
t ing burlesque, in which the characters impersonated by Ray L.
Rovce. were alone worth the orice of admission."

Those pr ices could be r i ther  s teeo for  that  era.  An ad in  the
Forest Grbve Times, Jenuary 2tt, 1904, announced: "One Night
Only-February l- 'Happy Hooligan.' See the Funny Policeman,
(]lumrnie Gus and Silly Dude. Special Scenery, New Songs, Pretty
Dances .  Ex t rao rd ina r i l y  La rge  Cas t .  Rese rved  sea ts  50  cen ts ,
Cleneral Admission 35 cents, Clhildren 25 cents."

Forest Grove got its first real theater built exclusively fbr movies
in November 19b8, when Judge Langley built an t8-by-60-foot
wood building for an electric theater, located between his own office
and V. H. Limber's undertaking parlor.

Mrs. Dyson won a contest by proposing the new theater's name
"Scenic." The admission was 5 and 10 cents.

The theater used a Kinetoscope projector. There was no ventila-
tion, the projector used arc l ights that smoked and sparked, and the
audience sat on wooden seats.

The Scenic lasted about  3t / tyears in  that  form. In lg l l  i t  was
remodeled, given ventilation and advertised as "a place of cornfort."

A competitor operated briefly in the Knights of Pythias building,
just across the street from the Scenic. Another competitor, about
1910, began operating the Royal Theater.

In 1912 the Scenic moved to 2028 Pacific-currently the site of
The Theater in the Grove-and reopened under the name "Star." It
began as a one-story building measuring 3l'/tby 100 feet. It had 400
seats and a "confectionery," which today we would call the snack bar.

The Washington County News Times of June lJ, 1912, report-
ed: "Two wide aisles are a pleasing feature of the arrangement. The
building is equipped with two electric fans, and two ventilators in the
auditorium.

"The stage of the theater is 31 feet wide, and has a depth of 20
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Forest Grove's Early Theaters (cont.)

feet. It will be equipped with handsome drop curtains and
:enery.

"The management plans to put on high class plays by
stock companies, these features to be part of the program
about every two weeks."

The owners of the Star were Fred Watrous and Carl
Hoffman. Fred Watrous was an early motion picrure projec-
t ion is t  in  Forest  Grove.

The Star had some competit ion in November 1912, when
the Grand Theater  was ooened bv W.F.  Burke in  what
would become the Dolly Varden ionfectionery on South
Main Street. It was used primarily for rnovies but also had
"vauclevil le"acts, such as comedy stunts, songs, dances, per-
fcrrmir-rg clogs ancl playlets put on by traveling stock compa-
nles-

I r r  1916,  vaudevi l le  canre to ' fhe Star .  In  1919,  the Star
was enlarge<l  and rernodeled,  inc luding a "PhotoPlayer"
whicl'r corr.rbined a pipe organ ancl rlrchestra.

Live theater continues to this day in the old building, now
called Theater in Tlre (]rove.

Vert's Hall (cont.)

Oorrcer ts ,  s l )or t ing events,  c lebates and "socia ls"  wcre
interspersecl  wi th p lays by t ravel ing stock companies ' . rnd

public <lernonstrations, such as ' l  learned phrerrologist who
clairned the rbil iw to cleterrnine a cllstomer's character and
innate talents by f-eeling tl.re burnps on l-ris head.

"' l 'hc (l incograpl-r, onc of thc latcr products of Edisor.r 's
genius, entertainecl larE;e aucliences in Vert's Hall Friclay arrd
Sanrrclay cveniugs. Tl"re 'r.r ' incl Lrp was an osculation perfbr-
rnance whicl 'r rvas receivecl witl 'r unusual interest." reuorted
the Washington Oounty Flatchet <ln Novembcr' 2 -5, l8')7.

In 1907 to make roorn firr a new brick bank-the old
wo<lcl buildinli wrs rnoverl tlown Main Street a f'ew f-eet, tcl
where the covcred drive-up lanes of the US Bank are today.

- I 'he 
Masons had become f i r l l  owners in  1906,  end t l - re

building; continued to lre used in its new locatior.r. In 190t1,
Becker and Springer were shorving rnoving picnrres in Vert's
Hal l  three t i rnes a week,  ur . rc ler  thc narne " ' l 'he l l lect r ic
Theater." A lady singer helped '"vidr i l lustrlted songs.

Ever-rtually, however, the trustees of t l-re Michael Vert
fund purchased a new bui ld ing,  which they narned Vert 's
Liberal Hall, sti l l  farther down d-re block on Main. It was the
central one of f-ive connected brick ar-rd ti le buildinss that
were built in 1912, ancl destroyed by frre sornetime around
World War II.

The origir-ral building was now showing its age. Like other
wooden pioneer structures, it had deteriorated in the rainy
clirnate and become a firetrap. Yet nobody could forget its
importance to local history-even if nobody could remember
Michael Vert.

The Masons completed constmction of their own irnpos-
ing downtorvn temple, and left the old Vert's Hall in 1924.

Increasingly  weathered,  but  wi th the fhding Masonic
emblern still proudly emblazoned on its upper story, it con-
tinued to house various shops and stores unti l about 1948,
when-without much f-anfare-it was finallv oulled down.

The Stur Thcater in its eurly dny.r. Stantling i'n the antt)t ilrc Cur.l
Hoffm.an, on.e oJ'thc owncrs, rml Mr. Chapm.an., pianist. Neal
Hofl'm.an, L'arl's srn, sits on thc curlt. I)hoto from. the Erit Stewart
Collection.

Sources: 
-l 'he 

Eric Stewart Oollection; The Hatclret; The
News Tinres. With the assistlnce of Mes Havens.

Survey of Early Additions
to Forest Grove Completed

Ily Dhui'n Dcy
Another rnilestone has beerr rerclrecl in the ongoing cfl irrt

of d-re Historic I-andn.rarks Boerrl to it lentify as Ineny historic
sites within thc city as possiblc. Tl.ris n.ri lestone was the corn-
pletion of an evaluation survey of builcl ing sites ir"r three earlv
aclc l i t ions to Forcst  ( l rovc:  Nayl r l r 's  At ld i t ior . r ,  Walker 's
Adclit ion and West Park Additior.r. Tl.rey are roughly wcst
r rnt l  norrhwcst  ( ) f  thc l ) rcscnt  l ) r rc i l lc  Urr ivers i ty  . . t r ip , , r .

Tl-re l-ristoric consultant hired by the Oity iclentif iecl 185
sites, evaluating tl.rern firr historic significance based upon the
criteria containecl in F(l Zotring Orclinrr-rce, Section 9.792.

()f these 1tl5 sites, only l i l  r.r,ere selectecl as having enough
l . r is tor ic  va lue to be rvor thv < l f  desisnat ion as a Histor ic
Landrnark.

What cornes next?
Each of the l8 fbrtunate owners rvil l  be notif ied bv rnail

o f  t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  r r - r e e t i n g  o f  t h e  H i i t o r i c
I.andrnarks Boarcl on October 27,1998. This wil l provide an
opportunity fbr the owners to rneet with and speak to the
Board. Some owners tnay also be able to supply additional or
corrected information that was not available to the consultant
during the survey.

The Board's recornmendatior.rs on sites that deserve inclu-
sion on the Forest Grove Resister of Historic Landrnarks
will be forwarded to the Foresi (].,,u" City Council through
the Forest Grove Plannins Commission.

Both the Commission and Council will hold public hear-
ings on the Board's recommendations.

lnclusion on the register is a distinction for home owners,
recognizing their building as a physical link to area history.
Perhaps most important, owners of buildings on the historic
reg i s te r  w i l l  beco rne  e l i g i b l e  t o  app l y  f o r  a  H i s to r i c
Preservation Renovation Grant, which can help to defray the
costs of exterior rehabilitation or renovation.
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The Event
fu Jim. Casto

Frorn the 1890s

That Never Was-1923

until the Great Depression. all small

;rowing towns were fi l led with "fy6651sr5"-civic-minded
tblk enthusiastically trumpeting the virtues of their fair city.

Forest Grove was no different. Our weekly newspaper, the
Washington County News-Times,  carr ied a permanent
boast on its front page, above the paper's nameplate: "Pacific
Universiry, An Accredited High School, The Best Soil in
Oregon, Prettiest Scenery Extant, Purest Water on Earth,
M u n i c i p a l  P o w e r  P l a n t ,  T h e  C h o i c e s t  F r u i t  L a n d s
Anr,'where. A Mild Clirnate and Fine Paved Streets."

Tlre Aoril 16. 1923 edition noted another cause for civic
pride: President Warren C). Harding, who was soon to make
a  t r i p  t o  t he  Pac i f i c  C )oas t ,  was  to  be  i nv i t ed  by  t he
(lonrmercial Club to visit Forest Grove to lay the corner-
stone of the new boy's donnitory to be constructed at Pacific
Llniversity that summer. It was confidently anticipated the
president could arranEJe his it inerary to make the visit.

The university was still aglow over a gift of $100,000 fronr
Mrs. Robert L. Mc(lomrick of Tacorna, Washington. Fifty
thousand c lo l lars was t ( )  be usecl  to  establ ish a chei r  < l f
Anrerican history ancl patriotisnr, ancl the rernainder was to
be used fbr the erecti()n and ftlrnishing of the new boy's clor-
rnitory, to be known as Mc(lornrick IJall.

On April 28, dre U.S. Senator frorn Oregon, Mr. Clharles
L. McNary, sent a telegrarn to the (btnmercial Club saying
he hacl presented their invitation to Mr. F{arding, anrl t l .rat
dre president r.vas delightecl with the invitation. The presi-
dent also statccl l 'r is it inerary l-rad r.rot been clefinitely fixed,
lmt  he woulc l  keeo thei r  corc l ia l  inv i ta t ion in  rn ind when
re:rching a decisioir es t() l)()ints l.re could visit while in the
West.

Thc papcr 's  June 2f l  edi t ion carr iec l  thc t . rcws Prcsdcnt
Ilarding was expectetl to irrrive in Portlancl at 9 a.m. on July
4, lntl rernain unti l late in the evenir"rg. Ife was to give r gen-
era l  eddress at  Mul tnonrah Fie lc l  a t  l l lout  2 o 'ck lck in  the

Th* puhlicatiott rcrciucs fttlcrul fi'nancial ilsshtancc Jir thc
idcntiJication. untl pntfcction oJ' historic propartics. Urttlcr
'llitlc 

VI rl'the Ciuil llirhtt Act ol'1961 uud Secrion i01 oJ'
thc llehubilirution Act 0l' 1973, thc Ll.S. l)qilrrm.ent 0f'the
Intcrior prohibits tlitcrittr.ination 0'n thc busis oJtntce, cohtr,
ttee, 'natilnltl origitt, sex, or hrmdicap in itt Jetle'rall'y assisted
prlgrutm.s. lf'you halieac you hnue been liscriminated aguinst
in any 1trouam. aftiaity or Jacility operuted by a recipient ol'

federul assistun.cc, or iJ'yo'u tlesir.e further i'nJiwnation, pleuse
write to: OJlice Jir Equal Opportu'nity, U.S. Depunm.ent oJ'
the Interior, P0 Box 37127, Wushinsto'n, l)"C. 20013.

The actiaity that is the lubiect of this publication has been.

Jinancetl in pan with f-ederal .fu'nh Ji'om the ltlatio'nal Park
Seruice, U.S. Department 0f the Interior, as prourded
through the ()reqon Stute Historic Preseraution Ollice.
Houeaer, the contents and opi'nions expressed hereitt do not
necessarily reflect the uiews ctr policies of the Department of
the Interior, nor does the m.ention of any trade names 0r clm-
m.ercial protlucts cTnstitute en.dTrcem.ent or recommendatiott
by the U.S. Department of the Interior.

afternoon, and then appear at various flnctions during the
day before continuing his Paciflc tour.

There was no mention of a visit to Forest Grove, nor was
one forthcomins.

The Auzust 9 edition carried black headlines: President
Harding h;d died suddenly in San Francisco on Thursday,
Auzust 2. His ambitious iournev across the Western states
anJ then on to Alaska-toeethei with strenuous davs full of
speechmaking and recept io"ns h: rd been too much for  h im.

The Leaders of the Band

By Kim Montov-a
The roots of tnusic in Forcst Grclve rnay very well have start-

ed wi th Tualat in  Academy, Tabi tha Brown and the orphaned
chi ldren she ra ised there.  Shar ing her  lovely  voice wi th thern
might  have af fbcted them, and the ro le rnusic  p layed in thei r
l ives to come.

Music was the entertainmcnt of the early days, although somc
among the pious pioneers regardetl the violin as an instrurnent of
the devil. S.T. Walker records two boys bringing their mandolin
to  t he  F i r s t  Cong ress iona l  Chu rch  to  he lp  l ead  i n  wo rsh ip
songs a violin would never have been accepted.

With no radicl, telcvision or even theater, the early pioneers'
own voices and thcir musical instrumcnts-if thcy could afford
them were all that was available lbr social entertainment.

Prol'essor Merri l l  of Amity rlrganizcd a singing class in Forest
Grove that met on Monday and Thursday nrornings, starting at 6
a.rn. and lasting to 8 a.rn. What a start for a busy workday-to
get togcther with your neighbors ancl f 'el low businessmen and
raise your voices in song.

Well beftrre the turn of the ccntury, as Ilorcst Grove grew ancl
roads and transportation were irnprovecl, bands wele organized.
Music s tores were establ ished to prov ic le sheet  music,  inst ru-
ments and instruction munuals. Larger Instruments were solcl by
the Horn o1' Portland. Every town of any size or pretention had
its own bancl.

By 1894, Forest Grove had a lzl-piece brass bancl, directed by
Prof'essor John Wall, which prescntccl open-air concerts. By the
summer of 189-5, the new Forest Grove Band Orchestra was so
well l iked that people ciirne fronr other towns and counties to
hear i t .  Around 600 at tended an outs ide concert  in  July .  In
August, concert attendance rose to t3(X)-but August concerts
included ice cream socials.

I n  1 9 0 1  ,  F o r e s t  G r o v e ' s  L a d i e s  B a n d  p l a y e d  a t  t h e
Washington County Street Fair in Hil lsboro. The crowd loved
the ladies fbr their "modest demeanor. attractive unifbrms and
excellent playing."

By  1905 ,  t he  bands  o f  Fo res t  G rove  were  so  popu la r  a
fundraiser  was organized tc l  bui ld  a bandstand-at  a cost  ot
$90- in the v i l lage green,  where the p ioneer Congregat ional
Church had stood befbre burning in l90l .

The Band Boys gave a concert by street car in 1906, playing
from the town to the depot at Carnation and back, their music
wafied by the summer breeze so that a good share of the town
got the benefit of it. I wonder if these musicians suspected they
were helping to lay the fbundation fbr Forest Grove's music in
the years to come.



Forest Grove

Baseball was Serious Business

Baseball, the great American pastime, was l itt le known
before the Civil War. Veterans of the conflict, who were
introduced to the game in the Union army, spread its plea-
sures nationwide in the decades that followed. Every town -
including Forest Grove-had one or several teams, some of
thern sponsored by mills, breweries or other large businesses.

The old photo above depicts seven Forest Grove players
frorn around the rurn of the century... and, in the sftiped
sleeves, one player from Cornelius. History fails to record
the date, tl're names or why the rnixed tearn.

Photo lrom the Eric Stewart Collection
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